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de Sintra passed before his door singing insulting ditties.
It all was really very silly, and Afonso de Albuquerque took
not the slightest notice.

He was perhaps the only level-headed person in Cochin,
which was buzzing like a hornets' nest. Francisco de Tavora
was challenging Jorge dc Melo to single combat for ven-
turing to criticize the Viceroy (Francisco had been doing so
himself a few weeks back, but that was only another of his
chameleon changes). Gaspar Pereira was having stormy
arguments with the Viceroy, while other people were trying
to bribe Albuquerque's confessor into declaring that he knew
the former had been guilty of treason at Ormuz.

The Viceroy's attitude throughout was curious. One day
he would speak to Albuquerque pleasantly and talk of
relinquishing the government in the near future, the next
he would be hand-in-glove with all the petty persecutors.
He allowed them to persuade him that far too many people
accompanied Albuquerque when he attended Mass, or joined
him coming out of church. These gatherings, said they, might
well become a menace to public order.

D. Francisco gave car to their insinuations and sent word
to Albuquerque that it would be better for him not to come
to church in future; he could have Mass said in his own house.
"By all means, if you wish it!" said Albuquerque imper-
turbably, and subsequently heard Mass at home.

Life was growing rather tedious for Albuquerque. There
was nowhere to go and nothing to do. Every morning and
evening he took a walk along the shore and that was about
the sole diversion left to him. The solitary ramble seems to
be a modern idea. In those days, if a gentleman went for
a stroll half his household strolled with him. Albuquerque's
household was a large one, for most of the men who
had been to Ormuz on .the Cirne ate at his board. To see
him walk along the beach so well accompanied annoyed his
enemies. This again, they told the Viceroy, was a public
danger, and D. Francisco ordered Albuquerque to remain
at home. Albuquerque said he would be only too pleased to
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